
Roger Miller

I just made a very significant find about our Gerig family in Alsace in the late 1700s. I will 
post it in the next day or two. Please read the following in preparation for that post. I have 
mixed feelings about sharing it. It will be "very" disconcerting and jarring for most people 
to read. I debated whether to keep it secret, but decided I can't. What follows is 
preparation for that post. The find centers around Moise (Moses) Gerig. The location of 
COTE D'ECHERY is key.

That said what follows is interesting in its own right. Oddly enough, we have another hotel and a 
restaurant right where they may have lived.

I may have located where our Gerig family lived in the municipality of Saint Marie-aux-Mines 
prior to moving to the valley of Hang in 1774. It is a locale in the area called COTE 
D'ECHERY. Google maps reveals a single lane winding road with that name in the 
southwestern end of the town. The road is about 1/2 miles long along one side of a narrow valley. 
It in turn is located in the area of LA PETITE LIEPRVE where Jacob Amman settled with his 
earliest followers at the end of the 17th century (circa 1700). If you remember, Jacob Amman 
and most all of his followers left this area in 1712 following the order to expell the Anabaptists 
from France. It is interesting to find Moise (Moses) Gerig and possibly Christian Gerig in the 
same location 58 years later.

Christ (short for Christian?) Gerig mentions that Moise (Moses) Gerig is a farmer in Cot 
d'Eschery in 1770. See the footnote from a 1981 Mennonite Family History Journal article I 
attached below. The author of the article was focused on Moise Gerig and only mentions Christ 
Gerig in passing. Viewing the original journal note and/or the French document it was derived 
from would be informative. I assume Christ (Christian) Gerig lived in Cot d'Eschery as well.
I included two photos of Cote D'Echery. One is of an old building at the entrance to the narrow 
road. The building is now a furniture store. I also included an aerial photo looking down on a 
hotel and restaurant looking over the area of Cote D'Eschery. Is this the area that both Christian 
and his brother Jean (Hans) Gerig and Moise (if he is their brother) were born and raised? If and/
or how we are related to Moise Gerig is going to be very important to know!

https://www.facebook.com/groups/136056259912108/user/664903794/?__cft__%5B0%5D=AZVdWqd3qUQervFJWIN71uW9tC1-yvFt7h-ahVd8muVC-PTSa2R_Pw0xcvphk9svZn9yffHKDBzVCsHL6G-CGPi6SsqHH0vN_t9ANniL0J8Uju_SsACEIVr77P1GVOI6nQAkAGzpREc00SF_6YKBNQPl-OZFvg1GBxM_tiJKdI1Dy2_px7pamcf6N5G1saWs6oY&__tn__=-UC%2CP-R
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