Roger Miller

1923 street interview of Sebastian Gerig by a newspaper reporter. Very short but fun to read. It
is titled, "A Very Interesting Man". His son Jake is with him. Jake is the man visiting with C R

Gerig in our only photo of him.

The town was Davenport, [owa on June 11, 1923 about 11 months before he died.
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A Very Interesting Man.
Today, Rev. Sebastian Gerig and
his son Jake were in town. He
came up to consult an ear special-
ist, as he has home zural disturb-
ance. Rev. Geriz has been pastor
of the Sugar Creek church near
Wayland for 52 vears and he is!
vow agad 85. He is hale and hearty!
apd mentaliv as fine as silk. He|l
preaches when he feels like it, buti
l1e sayvs he lets younger men do the
most of it. He speaks English
quite well but he preaches wholly
in German. That was his first
‘language. He says the youuger
generation doe not speak German.
nor even understand it. When the
writer was 2 kid, these folks had
all their services. both church and

T e mmee—r e aa ww =

Suqday school. in German. Now
it is practically all in Engzlish.

They bave two classes in Sanday |,

school, where they still stick (o the

German language and to the Ger-
man Bible.

Rev. Gerig raised two boys and
eight girls, one boy and one girl be-
ing dececasced. He hes a spleudid
Lumily, and the old couple are go
ing down in their-old age, sur
tounded by their children, all of
whom live within & mile of Way-
land. One <on, Joe. lives in Ar-
kansas. It he is also coming hack.
it is an unusuzi family and Mr.
Gerig is an unusual man. He built
up a great ehurch, the Mennonite,
and 1f there 1s a saint among men,
he is one of them. His dauzbter,
who was marmed to Dannie Loche-
ti. recent's sold her farm to glmer
I'reienberger and bought the Joe

| Koebeil farm near Wayland.

this writer was tulk-
up wallked

And whilc
g with these men.,

anothny Mennonite from .Jghnson
county. His name was lienrs,
Yoder. lle lives five miles rrom

Ialena and is a member of what s
hnown as the East Union church,
wher.. they recent!y wrecked a4
brick church and bailt a bocotitul
£15.000 frame building. The pas-
tzrs of the church are Revs. San-
ford Yader. Jnseph Brenner:ia:n and
Duniel Fisher. The first named is
a brother-in-jaw to our Dr. E. E.
Stutsman They are a mighty fine
community. MNir. Yoder inquired
the way out to Ralph Livingston's
farm, not to ask him whethar he
chould yote the Republican ticket,
but on some stock business. He
said he knew Ralph. but he did not
know where he lived and this
scribe was glad to inform him.
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