
Roger Miller

Found an advertisement listing the price of Christian Gerig's fare for the steam powered 
ship Bellona that he and his family used in 1864. He likely paid $50 USD per person for 
passage from Le Havre, France to New York City for second class tickets. That would total $200 
USD for his whole family. Oddly enough the fare was $5 cheaper for those traveling the opposite 
direction from the New York City to London/Havre ($45).

Benjamin's ship he sailed on 4 years earlier was not steam powered and took 6 weeks to cross the 
Atlantic - 3 weeks longer than Christian. It cost him the equivalent of $40 USD (210 francs) for 
his 2nd class ticket according to an online calculator converter for currency (based on the value 
of currency in 1860).

Did Christian's choice of travel by steamship reflect his financial means because of his age (44 
years old) as compared to Benjamin who was only 17 years old? Benjamin had only 40 cents 
remaining when he arrived in New York City and had to borrow money from a friend to continue 
his travel to Ohio. Steamships traveling across the Atlantic began service in 1838.
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