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Yy grandwothaer,lipabeth {Jerig) eysr, with hsr %wo sone

arrived in dew Tork just in ti2s for the Fourth of July colebration in

1872+ Untll bettar ifnformed ghe fearad thet thoy =8d cone to on Aweriea

4

V - ' o~ ) 1 \
et ware Inly wvhen she wa_i s2masons who c2uld sr3al: her lenguage did
tha become dleilluloneds
S

§$§ §§ Hy epecinl laterest la In thz doeumentes t7s% Sh2y 4Sroozht with

ther ag thay throw llant on the fsnily hictorye Thvcle Yathlae Albert

hy

Izprecelon ie he needed 1t fo7 some tyree of work et tha er2 of sirtzen.
On the document 1o givsn ae Methloe Alberts lotor ho wee urtelly eulled

&lbert or Altert Metihewe O hie notorellisction werper Hils nonus s

glven an Albart Taveore g wvem naturelicod  dgiod
pver gsven yoers 1o Anericze According fo fenl
not valled Yethias ze 8 chlld besouee iz folher':s

nsme and Ix ordsr 4o svsid confuslon o wpese el

gn fnfornad e nore Albapt wane npoe In the fruilice favzlvade

- ! Yoy -
Hy fethor, Jogquee (Jacob) Uover, bryouphd g Rivih oopsilinots

dated Yey 10, IE70e Aroirently he oltainay 1t im vl 2f b= plen 4o
micrete Lo dncvicee Ju-t Lezfore resiling fron the pavd of lLzvrz, Irsnes,
he mads outi o ontion vileh stotes thet he lafit vs 3 cilizsn »f fronce.
Trie vwee ro=silis under ine Zresty of Jronkfuri, Yo L2, 1571, by which
dleacs beczmz & part of Jarmanye A& provicicn in that tresiy ead s
02 sbecial éfzﬁﬂéwﬁnﬂ
cGnV?ntzoﬁﬁfai?d dzescber 11, 1271, rrovicsd ihet Lhoz: who wiercted
wituln 8 cerinlin 4ine cauld shoore Yo lzeta £e v.otlzons of Trarcoe
he nuL vogu fwportsn e in 10.8 vhen I 4rilzd to cs nt e
Thet option ivportient for in 1218 1} I 4rizad t t into t
relief work Ian Irsnose Zven with 14 1 could nol eonviuce iho Freneh
/

coneul in ihiisdelrhla thet 1 ves nod prol-raene “hn

a 1949 g —tH 1

into the reliﬂi\work efter the arﬂf{iic?AE fouad it nzes:ezry 4o get
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vy viea £or the paseport from the coneul $n Now Torlk. The "Quekers® had
dipoovered thot bo was hot eo strict with thoee of Alsatispn background.
Thege French offlcinls probedly did not kaow e I 344 not know then
thet four of my socond couping were called into the Certan ersy for 4be
wsr. Two of them never poturnzd sod the 2hird served four yoars bu£
cewa beck In good healih thouzh Lo had beza woundede Tha fourth wag e
traling” machanio end wan worriod o0 he oerved in the rroduvetion of
military suppliace. (322_ nil al “”’9(')

The mo5% uporient documant for my purpoee wae 8 cony of the

warrlove pocord of ny erandpuzondies There lg ons obvisuyg evropr in th

copy wada In 1872+ Tha date of 41h: wodding 4e corrscily glven e
Cotober §, 1049%,5nt 4he eorylot erred in oiaiiny 4924 the groom was
thirty-Uive yzore olds The dads of hie birth &g correctly plven me

4}

fny 1, 1015 <o iho error is quito cbviouc. The bride'e ere io glven
ge fwonty-2icut which e corroche The wus born Lu
1g eled en errsr $n hor oricinal bDivth youord Bub 38 Iz one that &n

easily eorrsetade !y roeolal Intorcst in tho vorrisge reccrd e dus to
the fnloveation an the roronts of Lhe hells aﬁ;ﬁrhe TFCite By sroaie

¥,

. b ol AL e P
grendparantes  Tho fether o tho nroom, Twthlias Vever hod dio? Juna 24,

1828« o woe Tifty yorre, nloo wonthe end 18 Zeye o

~Y
L

Ca
“thy mroim, dmma Marle Ditzantieler, was precent end cave her eonoavd.

Har ece fe givon mo 2i2%y yoors eidch may bo roushly cerrsct,but eince
£ h

ra could pot wrila end eirncz I connod find oul dotails ahaut
place ¢f 2irth &y dmreession i Yo sar nod born in Jedoholn b
in e nsipghboring villeze. Like thz llovers che probably cave Drem e
lendioepe fenily.

The poramts of the croom woro pracent  and plom:d the loeussnt
Logether with the bride wnd ithe grocoe Tho sipnutures intorecdad wo 0

tha extant thet I got e photorlatic cory of 4he docu=ont in Frenshe Doth

tha bride end hepy molhor eimned with ¢halr mollen nasass Thonsh éhp



il

I1T

Henoes of the Bride and the groom wsrs in French ln the document they signed
in Gesrman. Thus the grooas nome In the document le Jeean Jaogues Heyer his
:§$ signature 4s Jakob Meysr. Likewlse thouzh the bride's neme is &lieabsth
- ‘§ Koerig her eignature is BGlisabeth Gerige There ls one witness mentloned
‘\§' whom I cennot identify. It 1s 2 Jacquea Feyer who le gald to have been an
\5
N\

un¢le of the groome His ege is givea se forty=-slght yeare.

Hy next problemn wae to find out more about the great-great-srandparentse
?

(//”ﬁgzsg“ggggghgggggd'of my great-grendaosther, Elleabeth Ziwmeraoann Gerig,

who disd February 23, 1848, her parsnte' nemea ars given as Jean (John)
Zirzermann and Barbore Stbekl (Stucky or Stuckey)s Ellcabeth wasz born

in Robortpau ( Ruprechisau in Gerwan), a suburd of Strapbourg (Straschurg in
German) and wae fifty-one yesrs olde Iy great-grondfather, Jecob Cerig,
disd Szotenber 1, 1831 at the ags of elxtyethrse vesre according to the

rocorde Thers way bz sose doubt as to the exmet ege or the tlas of

hie birth for his age wae glven 2e t0irby in 1817 when my grondasther wae

bora, £ifiv in 1842 vhea Benjanin Gerig uas born, and egain £1fty in

1845 vhen my grandaother wee morrieds Apporently be and hils wife started

out on o farn and wsre felrly wgll off but during the years he losgt his
propsriy snd bscane very carclees in other rospectss Thers ars different
agcounts of his losing out econonleallys Cas 1s that he gave hls neme

e scourity for others and then had 1o pay thelr debvtss Another is thet he
vae cheatsd out of hle moneye Somchow Yeanonlite writers f£ail to wention

that there wers three Frouch Rsvolutlone during his lifetlne end such
political chanzes not Infraquently meazn that even conservetive folks loze
they properiys I heve known of a nuaber of lennonlte families that lost,

out during one of the several depreasione in ny asventy-eizht yearee

&t 8ll events my grandaother could never forget the story her mother 40ld her
of the hard tivee durlag the Toroleonie rperlod. 8he lived = few yeare wnils
be wae gtill & prisonsr at St. Helena, but her story ms she t2ld it to us

veeg baped on the Impresaions ehe got from her wmothers



Accofdiang to tne Yrecors of nie daath reportsd by nis son

Tnrietion,fa weaver, ugaed tuirty~two yeare, and Chrletian Techentz, g

& aoapar, a nephew aged thirty years, the dececesed wasz born in

8aint tnrle-aun="ines (Msrklren or Mariskirch la German)e Hie perente

wore Jlisubath Goldechnidt end Gurlstisn Gerige Tale document opened
the vay to fincé out more ebout my grest-greet-grendecarents. But vhen

I vent to Vapklrch I ves diesprointed for I could not find the nsnss,

Gérig nd Yoldectimidt in ths records thaughﬁ I feund the f2llowing

Swies Aushartiet ozres which were not strange to med Eyﬁan, Geiger( Geyger),
Garhar,

,\Gillnan, Gottechalk, cacjuss (Jncod), Kerrech, Zipfer, Hraemen, Kropf,
Lurtz, sa’ Sunthelszare One oFf the sttendents in ths office whare ths
records wars kegt  Ioiopned us toat ke knew of Anabactiete living in the

rocian ia 1529, ths dats when 1 pade my eesrche L2 aled vsraed =22 that

1742}
tra ;i &%ﬂi

corde 3f iud Ansoactietn wers et by tuz chursh and »ere tharefore
nsi ensily fouade (MQ.M”X éb%{)

Foriuaataly I diecovared a boal/by 2 Lutharon ninleter on ths
dnehaglints ia Alsucs, Yoaibslierd,end neighroring ra-loue, vhich proved
Lo hava ss3e 1laporiunt inforzation on the Gerize aad eevarzal othrer
fexilian whoe2 npuaas spoeer in »y m»turﬂal and priericl encestrel linza.

* - [ i . (33 [ z 3 0 *our
The Tiret Sorig(lersk) I diecoverad vio livad in the ruocion of Yerklreh

v -~

2rei #u0 sirn locune letad Movaenber 27 503, Te
SEF o pirned a docunent detad Fov r 27, 15 Ten
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vagrg Iotar Lle veay of Hene Ceripg appesved on o cdocusent of en officlal
ngturg in the euse regione Unliks ibe asze Hayer (in vhatever epellinz),

or the nzag Lirrorionn, the newe Geriy (in vhetsver ereliing) is rather

™4
e

uaveuzle Doth Jalnrich wnd lene Oerig vere part oi s group of Suiles

Anebeptlste wiio 1.0t Switcoarlend dus Lo eever. parwocution during and

efior the Thivty Yourel VWar which end:d in 1£46. Yeny Sviee anzterntists

hsd tha ehclce of S“I""hb in Italy in the geilsvs which wes a coubination

wire toriprivered omd anﬂ’% f‘yu«i

L
ol nlicruute harvic ﬁ? ntavery. 1o one ¢see & Lieutsns eriyz conducted
A

a group to Italy for tbat purpoees &Apperently he wee nol an Anabertlete



. St e vl Hlwe T

‘It wag in the 1690e ihat the Ammanpiﬁeiet divieion daveloped among the
8wige Brethiren or Anabaptistse Ammannte follovars developed into the 4dmish,
end dwlsh-lennoniten whereas the followers of Hane Rolsi became the 0Old
Meanonltes of EBurope 2nd Amerlcae This divieion lustad until our own tiwe
and still tends to cause coafuslon Tfor the uniasitiaztsed in ths 2ietory of
the meny types or klades of Agabapilete 2nd V¥ennonitaes There ware sevsral
lecusn thet caussé the divieion orAdavelopad during the dircvecions at

the times Yritore d> not sgree 5a eevarel medor astisre lovolveds Ho doudt
porponzlitier pleyved & rart sg le usval 1n oueh eoses. Tﬁe nhisctive |
hirtorien mey aleo conclude thet leter ;ritere on the eabjzet hsd axes

» ]
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to grind end eoretizes wvesd "lozdad” worde In thslir trestrent, My

4

izrreeeion 1o ihet proetleslly wll cof the writsrez on the eubjoct failed
to tike intn tha conalderetlon one I=porient fretore Thed voe hroucht
cut fov me by the lels Zirhop Plovre foumer of Tantbalierd, Freacs, in
1917 ~hen I fired uet tlae e polatoed out thet zvon tre Trerch  Amleh
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I Jeeth Arnannl,

£
85 o3 e rail
thors wiio oboorved 8 slrict ninvesliostaace stund on oiille- ma« icreted to

Uennoniter {prootically «1i of the vare follo: ar

farrice  Aurlayg the 19°h gantury thus Iscviag the cosprovielaz manbere

in Francse Profencor Fraderick Jeekeon Turner v'ho wee the proainent

\

nistoricn of wna A
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end 10 waothar veer ectud e hie snerietont), thst {42 mes =ho 9 ta the
gntler ers the wore Joteradaed or tho lose conrrozieing wher the
conditlone sesz burdensaie oy opprescivee  In dosrice tie &a3ih

Yennenlter ueuzlly vent te the froutier helfora tha 14 }zansnitse who

praferrsd tre ol Teaneylvenls esttlazentee "nen J2¢nzn Colte

ovenad it vao steflled o & grest exlient by A~len Yranornits tezeheres “han
bod T ose-,

§t wac reopensd in 1324 tre new ;rcficeﬂtAfnd the

siority of tae feculty
were agnin of the 4uish Meroonlte brezache feversl of thz outeteading
eritice of the Institution were Qld Menncuiter vith es:2elel ewrhaels

on certein reglons, Yirpinis, Yennerlvenle, pad Hsncaee After thie genaral
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ptatenent I now wont to cet at the more sieniflcent detaile on g Gerize
and other Swirs Anebeotiets in the reglon of Markirche It e> legpened that
ebout 1492 Louis XI7 the king of France developed 8 nev policy vhich masnt
the nonresirtent Svire Anshertiete aizht lome thzir special privilezes
in the reclone Tret erisie d1¢ not affect the Sviee dnetartiete in tha hone
(E;voéyu/éau() '
Ieni4nnr thore refrgpop vho lived acroer the ‘order in t%2 I's1=tlnstes By
g coincidarce ths Iwvortant lesder =f the dnshsttlets in 4hs reclon of
¥Yorldreh £1 the tiae vop Jreoh Arranne 8% 211 events he romwre 10 have heen
Imrortent In the ptruzcle for their estotlleh=d rlehte ae @ nonresietent
7%%‘/ /1.44 Hee s eé’éwe( Z % &, A é/,( s Zfaf 'fe /gueffyﬂ ALM Oy pite
grougd Lode ioe werh ?£ Hafie lalvt tae z irede Cdee ‘refugtes -
triod ts5 coxoroszlee and thae evold the divisinone Tha Palstinatzsn wrote a
lettar to the ¥eredren  zroup, deted Jziobar 14, 1493, callin~ for a meating
to bring shouat e coucronliras The Marklireh aroupy wrol: a ranly dsted

3

Novanhar 22,1993, in wileh  the2 acne of Falarieh

[¥)

rai {lcorig) ecosnye 8s one of
tho elzaszroe Thars wie obler gorreenonicace hatiogn Y= 99 grouse but I

g 2re Lotsrestad in Iigt o Anchagtiest Pamiliar which vos srbmittoed 4o the
olTiclel goveorznaent autnorisles 1a 1735, In thai liei {the folloving nuves
eppear snong ot arad Jerber, (daney Gsrlg, ilscheistiler, lrosof, Linder;

"~

Millar (iller), ‘urer {laurar), NDoth, Yolder, and Ziwermanne Thare ~ere three
Zizaarsanne who zipgnad or weré listed nad than 4
B Inne Ziorerzanm and Jeedh Ainain tho oroalably Zarvardad .

Flve yeare leater, In 1708, ocmother liehl vie gsent in with e7or mnre

neties than sre £90nd 91 ~he Iist 07 1773. Thran nuwes o9 tha list ~ere

"

Frens Fertlz, 3Jzrbera Valtina, and Sotharing Rechzos. Thars wae alesn the

nsae of Ulvich Orsbar whieh ra

1)

=a 43 hsvs Ysen added eom-tiaz laters Ths

L,
French writer thilnks that Vaeltine end Rechec gy In the latin Carme I 27

especislly interasted in the rewe Tmcheos v grzaiduncle ,Christian Gorlg (I1)y

I an inclined 4o tuink the nyme Rackren

marrfed & 3crbars Reck {Poy in Fre- hY,

ar r . »

grpaare In &+ieh Tennonits ¢nd Vennonlie Tfarilies 8¢ Rowrl, Rorrl, Rogv, Roogy,
Rocke, snd Rogne, In sddtion to the neme Reck wiich 1le cowzon euong my Cregon

cousings Meny of the rames oa theec liets srpoer In my paternsl and maternsl
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“encestral liaese
 The problem ralsed is whether Heinrich Gerei and Hane Gerig are in .

the direct auncestral line of my greai-great-grandfather Chrietian Gerig

w ho, & ccording to the record,lived in the region of Markireh ebout 1788
groat-
v hen mi\grandfather Jucob Gerilg wae borne It would seem quite likely

be”ause the ntma Gerlg, unlike the name leyer, or Zimmerwann, is not

ecomzons But one ls depandent on church records and they are not avaiiable
po far as I an Informede My grect-grest-grandnother in thet lin: was
Bligebeth Goldechmidts I was interéeted in gotting the negétive information
to the offwet thet euong tho fanlly nemes of the Swies Anabaptists in

the reglon of Marklrch I could find no Goldschnidtse My father informed

me that hs found in an old Bible ths name of a Barbara Goldschmidte. That
may have been the name of the wother of Elleabsthe I? thst ie true she

wag my grast-greategreai-grandaothers

Yote on page II. My second causins whe were involvad in the Ger-an srmy
during the first world war wers:

Arman? Sturn vho wee killed on ths Rusesian front Mov. 30, 1914

Arthur Sturm who wee rarorted ss miesins Feb. 6, 191%.

Bdverd Sturm who wass rather seversly wounlad but recovered end

got home efter four yesrse of servicsa.

Bril Sturm, the oldsst, wes msrrisd and wes 5 treicnzd mechanic md

he worked in 2 fectory thet mede militsrv surcliss.

Thase fscte sra from a letter from Hortense oturm, treir eleter,
dated lYarch 25, 1919, I contzeted tne family whnile I wes in
Relief end Rsconatruction work.

asid («t-wcﬂwlm(ﬁf
Ad for the other documente Tentioneqﬂl heve copies 0o
raporte 3f the marriege of vy rrendrersente I heve In photos
fore end in en ordinery corv.

The bosk bv the Franch prezcher-scholer le verv importzats He 1i: or wae
g Luthearan minister.

Che Yathio%, Recherchies Historigues sur les Ancheptl

Montbeliard, alesce snd neigkboring regione). B2

You will find meterial ia the Yeunonite Zncvelopedis, 4 Volum:=e,
Scettdele, 1955 snd eftar.
S22 the erticles on Alssce, The Zerigs, Seoheaticn Garie, Pulvarshein,
Yarkireh,(In thet article Zishor T, Sowmar cointe out thet Jvcab Avmann
worksed vigorougly to grt the exesrtion from militery service 2tc extandsd )

bt 40

Maraonite Qusrterly Review, MXXV, 2¢7-3C82 . An article on Sabostien Zeric
by ¥elvin Gingzrich. In thet end in the crticle on 3sbestion Geriz 1in
the 3necyelopedie there ere severel errore,
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